“Praver: Our Direct Connection to God”

Jude 1:20

"But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit."

Understanding Prayer:

o Definition of Prayer: A conversation with God, where we communicate our thoughts,

feelings, needs, and praises.
e Purpose of Prayer: To deepen our relationship with God, seek His guidance, and grow

in faith.

« Philippians 4:6-7: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Prayer:

"praying in the Holy Spirit" - Jude 1:20.

« Empowerment: The Holy Spirit guides and empowers our prayers, aligning them with
God’s will.

e Romans 8:26-27: “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know

what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans.”

Building Up Our Faith Through Praver:

o Faith and Prayer: Prayer is a tool to build our faith, as it connects us with God’s
promises and presence.

o Hebrews 11:6: “And without faith, it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek
him.”



Examples of Prayer in Scripture:

e Old Testament Example: 1 Samuel 1:9-20 (Hannah’s prayer for a child)

o Hannah’s earnest prayer and God’s response shows the power of heartfelt prayer.
o New Testament Example: Acts 12:5-17 (The church praying for Peter)

o The church’s collective prayer leads to miraculous intervention, highlighting the

importance of communal prayer.

Application:

e How to Pray:
o Praise: Start by acknowledging God'’s greatness.
o Confession: Be honest about your shortcomings.
o Thanksgiving: Thank God for His blessings.

o Supplication: Present your needs and the needs of others.

Challenging Question: Can we Change God’s Mind with Prayer?

The question of whether prayer can change the mind of God is a nuanced topic in Scripture.
While God is sovereign and His will is ultimately unchangeable, there are instances in the Bible
that suggest prayer can influence God's actions or decisions.

Exodus 32:9-14

In this passage, after the Israelites sin by making a golden calf, God tells Moses that He will
destroy them and make a great nation out of him. Moses intercedes on behalf of the people, and

the Lord relents from the disaster He had planned.

e “So the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His
people.” (Exodus 32:14)

2 Kings 20:1-6

King Hezekiah was told by the prophet Isaiah that he would die. He prayed earnestly to God,
reminding Him of his faithfulness, and God granted him an extension of life.

e “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears, surely I will heal you.” (2 Kings 20:5)



Jonah 3:4-10

When Jonah preached to the city of Nineveh about impending destruction, the people repented in
sackcloth and ashes. God saw their repentance and relented from the disaster He had declared.

e “Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from
the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them.” (Jonah 3:10)

James 5:16
This New Testament verse emphasizes the power of prayer in the life of a believer.

o “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

Scriptural References:

1 Samuel 1:9-20:

9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the
seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord.

10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly.

11 And she vowed a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of
your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son,
then 1 will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.”

12 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.

13 Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard.
Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman.

14 And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from you.”
15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither
wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord.

16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of
my great anxiety and vexation.”

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have
made to him.”

18 And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and
ate, and her face was no longer sad.

19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord. Then they went back to their
house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her.

20 And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she
said, “I have asked for him from the Lord.”

This passage highlights Hannah's heartfelt prayer and commitment, leading to the birth of
Samuel, a significant figure in Israel's history.



Acts 12:5-17:

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between
two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison.

7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. And he struck
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands.

8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he
said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.”

9 And he went out and followed him; he did not know that what was being done by the angel
was real, but thought he was seeing a vision.

10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into
the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and
immediately the angel left him.

11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and
rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name
was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying.

13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to
answer.

14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that
Peter was standing at the gate.

15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so. And they
kept saying, “It is his angel!”

16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed.

17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had
brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.”
Then he departed and went to another place.

This passage illustrates the power of prayer and God's miraculous intervention in Peter's release
from prison.

Luke 11:2-4:

And he said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”

*This passage captures Jesus' teaching on prayer, emphasizing the relationship between the
believer and God, and includes key themes such as reverence, dependence, forgiveness, and
guidance.
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